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Montcalm County 

It’s almost summer! 

With the warming weather and longer daylight hours comes many exciting events and 

activities for 4-H families.  We are gearing up for a really busy June and have lots of events 

on the horizon. 

In this newsletter you will find information about 4-H Exploration Days, the Mont-

calm County Fair,  4-H summer camp opportunities and information on many events.  

Please take time to read through them carefully as there is a lot of information that is im-

portant.  Summer is a very fun time and I hope our 4-H members and volunteers are able to 

take advantage of all the 4-H happenings along with having some fun in the sun.   

I look forward to seeing you all this summer! 

 

Sincerely, 

Tarin Minkel 

4-H Program Coordinator 

Contact Us 

Tarin Minkel 
4-H Program Coordinator 
 
211 W Main Street 
PO BOX 368 
Stanton, MI 48888 
 
Phone 
989-831-7500 
 
Email 
minkeltj@msu.edu 
 
Web Site 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/
montcalm-county/
montcalm_county_4_h/index 

Calendar of events: 

May 28– Montcalm County 4-H Livestock Committee, Ash Building, 7:00 p.m. 

May 29– 4-H Exploration Days meeting for participants, Ash Building, 6:00 p.m.  

May 29– 4-H Junior Superintendent meeting, Ash Building, 7 p.m. 

June 4– 4-H Council Meeting, MSUE, 6:30 p.m.  

June 6– 4-H Dog Committee Meeting, Ash Building, 6:30 p.m.  

June 9– LAST 4-H Exhibitor meeting, Livestock Arena, 6:00 p.m. 

June 11– Montcalm County 4-H Horse Leaders, Ash Building, 7:00 p.m.  

June 12– 4-H’er of the Year Interviews 

June 17– 4-H Small Animal Committee, MSUE, 6:00 p.m. 

June 17– 4-H Community Connection, MSUE, 7:15 p.m.   

June 22– 30– Montcalm County Fair (see schedule at end of newsletter) 

May 28, 2019 
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LOCAL EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

Attention 4-H Exploration Days participants… there is a meeting for all participants 
on Wednesday, May 29th at 6 p.m. at the Ash Building on the fairgrounds.  There will 
also be a 4-H logo wear shop at Expo Days this year so be sure to bring some money 
to check out all the 4-H swag! 
 
4-H’er of the Year applications are due Monday, June 3rd by 4 p.m. to the MSU 
Extension office.  Interviews will be held on Wednesday, June 12th so if you apply, 
please hold that date.  Applications can be found here: https://www.canr.msu.edu/
montcalm-county/uploads/files/4-Her%20of%20the%20Year%20Application%
20Form.pdf  
 
4-H Grows Here yard signs are now available at the MSU Extnesion office.  They 
can be purchased for $15 each or they can be checked out for one month.  Please 
contact the office if you are interested in a yard sign to promote 4-H. 
 
Attention 4-H Club Leaders… The concession stand and still exhibit duty sheet was 
emailed out about a month ago.  Some clubs have not turned those in yet so please 
get that done as soon as possible.  The pen count sheet for each club is due June 1st 
so make sure to get those completed and submitted to livestockcommit-
tee76@gmail.com.   
 
The 4-H Junior Superintendents meeting will be held on May 29th at 7 p.m. in the 
Ash Building.  All applicants should have received an email this week reminding them.  
If you applied and did not receive this email, please contact the MSU Extension office. 
 
A CPR class is being hosted June 2nd at the Ash Building, from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The cost is $15 per person and must be paid in advance to MSU Extension office or 
Cindy Karafa to reserve your spot.   
 
Chicken leg bands are here! If you did not get chicken leg bands and need them, 
please stop by the office as soon as possible.  They are $1 each and the numbers will 
need to be emailed to livestockcommittee76@gmail.com after you receive them. 
 
Each exhibitor taking a project (animal or still exhibit) to the fair has to serve two 
hours  at the fairgrounds providing clean up.  The last cleanup date is June 15th with a 
time to be announced.  Please RSVP to Jason Nadeau and bring yard tools, rakes, 
wheelbarrows, weed whips, gloves, etc.  Can work on the campground and other are-
as. 
 
The final Livestock Exhibitor Meeting will be held June 9th in the livestock arena 
at the fairgrounds at 6 p.m. Attending an exhibitor meeting is required of anyone show-
ing livestock at the fair.  Anyone not willing to make the May or June meeting dates will 
need to contact Cory Wall for alternative information. 
 
The 4-H Michigan Youth Dairy Days information is now available.  Please visit  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/23rd-annual-mi-dairy-expo-days-2019 for more infor-
mation.  Updates will be shared on the MI 4-H Youth Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/MichiganDairyYouthProgram/) or the Michigan Dairy Expo Page (https://
www.facebook.com/MichiganDairyExpo/) 
 
The Antique Tractor Club is looking for some 4-H members interested in promoting 
4-H and doing a petting zoo and/or dog agility demonstration on Saturday, July 27th at 
the park in McBride.  They are hosting a tractor show that attracts many people and 
are interested in partnering with 4-H on Saturday for family day.  If you or your club are 
interested, please contact Bruce Reynolds at 616-755-2147. 
 

Chicken 
Embryology  

 

Over the past 11 
weeks, three 
classrooms of third 
grade students have 
participated in hatching 
chicken eggs.  One 
classroom at Flat River 
Academy and two at 
Cedar Crest 
Elementary have gotten 
to experience the 
miracle of life while 
incubating, hatching 
and caring for baby 
chicks.  Each week, the 
classroom participated 
in a lesson learning all 
about chickens.  
Students were able to 
care for the chicks and 
after the project was 
finished, chicks were 
placed with families 
from the classrooms 
and school.  This is a 
great way 4-H is getting 
out in the community 
and sharing our 
program with others.   
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Those that are exhibiting a finished market beef or dairy beef project need to 
take BQA or YQCA before selling their animal.  YQCA can be taken online here: http://
yqca.org/  
 
Facebook Pages/Groups: Fair is approaching and many questions are coming 
up.  I would like to encourage you all to make sure you are a part of the following Face-
book pages/Groups where important information is addressed, questions are answered 
and resources are provided to all participants.  
Montcalm County Horse Leaders 
Montcalm County Livestock Committee 
Montcalm County 4-H Dog Group 
Montcalm County 4-H 
Montcalm 4-H Small Animal Committee 
Montcalm County Fairgrounds and Events 
 
4-H members and volunteers have been working hard on completing the horse 
stalls in the new addition to the horse barn.  They are working to organize another work 
session and would appreciate the help.  Please visit the horse leaders Facebook page 
for more up-to-date information. 
 
Record Books are a very important part of project completion and can be found 
here.  Just a quick reminder on the deadlines for submitting record books… 
 
Thursday, May 30th from 6-8 p.m. (turn in at horse show entry booth on fair
 grounds)– Horse 
Saturday, June 1st from 5-8 p.m. (turn in to superintendent at livestock arena on 
 fairgrounds)– Dog 
Sunday, June 23rd before 2 p.m. (turn in to rabbit/cavy superintendent in small 
 animal barn)– Cavy market rabbit and breedstock rabbit  
Sunday, June 23rd from 4-6 p.m. (turn in at livestock arena)– market beef, market 
 dairy beef, market feeders, beef breedstock, market goat, goat breedstock, 
 llama, alpaca, market poultry, poultry breedstock, market sheep, sheep breed
 stock, market swine 
Monday, June 24th before noon (turn into superintendent in dairy barn)– Dairy 
 breedstock 
 
As we approach the fair, I wanted to provide a visual of the different partners that play 
a role in the fair and what their efforts are focused on.  Often times, each of the groups 
can direct questions where they belong but this may help if questions arise as to where 
to go to get them answered.   

4th Grade 
Field Day  

On May 14th we 
were invited to 
partner with the 
Montcalm County 
Conservation District 
and Montcalm 
County Farm Bureau 
to provide an 
educational station to 
4th graders visiting 
4th Grade Field Day.  
4-H members and 
volunteers  taught 
300 students about 4-
H, animals and caring 
for animals.  Shout 
out to Nancy Spanski 
and Heather 
Anderson for being at 
the event and making 
sure it ran smoothly.  
Below you will see 
some of the youth 
that served as 
teachers during the 
event and practiced 
their public speaking, 
communication, and 
leadership skills.  
Thank you all for your 
hard work! 
 
 

Camping 

Parking 

Vendors 

ShoWorks 

Buildings 

Rentals 

4-H concession 

stand 

Still exhibits 

Showmanship 

Sweepstakes 

Ag-Olympics 

Kids activity area 

Animal registra-

tions 

Stall assignments 

and pen counts 

Shows 

Check-in/Check-

out 

Fair board Committees MSU Extension 
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Events and Workshops 
D j 

June 1: 4-H Children’s Garden Geocache Event 

Plant and Soil Sciences Building, East Lansing 

This event is for everyone interested in spending a day on a geocaching adventure. Bring a  

picnic lunch and come spend the day in the gardens. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-children-s-garden-geocache-event 

 

June 8: 4-H Day at Michigan’s Adventure 

Michigan Adventures, Muskegon  

Support 4-H and enjoy a day of fun with 4-H friends. Tickets are $26.00 per guest and includes 

use of both parks. Advanced purchase is required. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-day-at-michigan-s-adventure 

  

June 11: Interviewing Success  

Online webinar 

This webinar will help youth 13 years and older prepare for job, scholarship and award  

interviews. Topics include what to wear, how to answer tough questions and more. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/interviewing-success-june-11 

D j 

June 14: MSU Tollgate Starry Night on the Farm Family Overnight 2019 

Tollgate Farm and Education Center, Novi 

This family-oriented visit will give you a rare glimpse into what goes on after sundown on the 

farm. Registration is required. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-tollgate-starry-night-on-the-farm-family-overnight-

2019 

 

June 15: Archery Regional Training 

Livingston Conservation and Sports Association, Brighton 

This training is open for adults and teens 14 years and older who would like to become certified 

instructors for the 4-H Shooting Sports program. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/archery-regional-training 

  

June 22: State 4-H Goat Show 

MSU Pavilion, East Lansing 

Kick off the show season and exhibit your goats at the 2019 Michigan State 4-H Goat Show. 

Registration is due by June 17. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2019-michigan-state-4-h-goat-show 

  

June 26: Floral Design Workshop 

Isabella County Building, Mount Pleasant 

Learn tips and tricks to make your flowers extraordinary. Have fun while learning about  

flowers and use your creativity to design a flower arrangement like a pro.   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/floral-design-workshop-isabella-county  
   

 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  

Great Neighbor 
Photo Contest 

 

Tractor Supply Co. (TSC)
is holding its yearly Great 
Neighbor Photo contest. 
 
Until June 16, Michigan  
4-H members and FFA 
youth have the 
opportunity to submit a 
memorable photo of 4-H 
or FFA projects.  
 
The photo should 
illustrate how you have 
made a positive impact in 
your community. Include 
with the photo a brief 
caption explaining your 
photo submission in 200 
words or less. 
 
TSC will recognize three 
winners at each stop 
along their fair tour route 
as a way to highlight the 
differences that both 4-H 
and FFA make in their 
communities. Each 
winner will be presented 
with a plaque and a TSC 
gift pack. 
 
To learn more about the 
contest, visit https://
www.tractorsupply.com/
landing-
pages_events_fair-tour. 
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Explore your personal wellness with  

4-H Healthy U @ MSU 
Are you interested in learning more about living a nutritious and 

healthy lifestyle by maintaining your physical and mental health? 

If the answer is yes,  join Michigan 4-H for a one day program at 

Michigan State University on August 2. 
 

Participants of the program will be provided information on 

nutrition, physical fitness and emotional health, with tips 

regarding how to maintain your health throughout the year. The 

event will be held on campus, with a check-in time at 9:30 a.m. and will last till 5:00 p.m.  
 

To attend this event, the cost is $35.00 for 4-H members and $50.00 for non 4-H members. The cost 
of the event includes meals, a t-shirt and camp materials. To learn more, visit https://
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_health_food_science_camp/ and make plans to register by July 12.  
 

2019 Michigan 4-H Mark of Excellence award winners  
Author: Betty Jo Krosnicki 
 

Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 11 and 12, the opportunity to participate 
in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Because 
of 4-H, I can…” and the youth referred to a variety of memorable experiences in their time as 4-H’ers.  

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each country are selected to be recognized 
as award winners. In 2019, the following 37 4-H members from 26 counties were selected as the 
2019 Mark of Excellence county winners. 

Each recipient received a medal, and their winning essays were added to the Mark of Excellence 
history book at the Michigan 4-H Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. The essays 
are also on display at the Kettunen Center in Tustin, Michigan. Congratulations to our winners! 

4-H Exploration 
Days 50th 

Celebration 
 

 
Join 4-H alumni, retirees 
and friends at an ice 
cream social celebrating 
50 years of 4-H 
Exploration Days.  
 
Attendees of the event 
will have the opportunity 
to share stories of past  
4-H Exploration Days, 
hear current 4-H 
experiences, enjoy the  
4-H Children’s Gardens 
and celebrate with treats. 
 
Reservations are 
required, to learn more 
visit: https://
www.canr.msu.edu/
events/4-h-exploration-
days-50th-celebration. 
 
 

 Alpena County: A’va Maria Mitchell 

 Berrien County: Derrick J. Freehling  
and Isabelle Noel Hunn 

 Cass County:  Leah Shelby  
and Savannah Shelby 

 Chippewa County: Jessy Baron 

 Clare County: Haley Schunk  
and Allison Whitaker 

 Clinton County: Natalie Bounds 

 Genesee County: Elizabeth Hartmann 

 Gratiot County: Brayden Bonga  
and Paisley Hansen 

 Ionia County:  Alyssa Possehn  
and Nicole Trierweiler 

 Iosco County: Symphonie J. Nelkie 

 Isabella County: James Endres  
and Eva Lynch 

 Lapeer County: Arianna Wright 

 Lenawee County: Holly Mitchell 

 Livingston County: Yasmin Scheuneman 
and Karley Williams 

 Macomb County: Shelby Philion 

 Mecosta County: Jadyn Herzog 

 Missaukee County:  Chiara Z. Sible 

 Monroe County: Brandon Fisher  
and Camden Schmidt 

 Newaygo County: Aimee Jo Boisvert  
and Isabel R. Zimmer 

 Oakland County:  Mitchell Bessolo  
and Oscar Vartanian 

 Saginaw County: Noah Hecht 

 Sanilac County: Amelia Adamczyk  
and Maggie VanSickle 

 St. Joseph County:  Zachary Sowards 
Haack 

 Van Buren County: Jack Loomis 

 Washtenaw County: William Rogers 

 Wayne County: Cooper Genaw 
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Explore your personal wellness with  

4-H Healthy U @ MSU 
Are you interested in learning more about living a nutritious and healthy lifestyle by maintaining 

your physical and mental health? If the answer is yes,  join Michigan 4-H for a one day program at 

Michigan State University on August 2. 
 

Participants of the program will be provided information on nutrition, physical fitness and 

emotional health, with tips regarding how to maintain your health throughout the year. The event 

will be held on campus, with a check-in time at 9:30 a.m. and will last till 5:00 p.m.  
 

To attend this event, the cost is $35.00 for 4-H members and $50.00 for non 4-H members. The cost 
of the event includes meals, a t-shirt and camp materials. To learn more, visit https://
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_health_food_science_camp/ and make plans to register by July 12.  
 

2019 Michigan 4-H Mark of Excellence award winners  
Author: Betty Jo Krosnicki 
 

Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 11 and 12, the opportunity to participate 
in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Because 
of 4-H, I can…” and the youth referred to a variety of memorable experiences in their time as 4-H’ers.  

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each country are selected to be recognized 
as award winners. In 2019, the following 37 4-H members from 26 counties were selected as the 
2019 Mark of Excellence county winners. 
Each recipient received a medal, and their winning essays were added to the Mark of Excellence 
history book at the Michigan 4-H Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. The essays 
are also on display at the Kettunen Center in Tustin, Michigan. Congratulations to our winners! 

4-H Exploration 
Days 50th 

Celebration 
 

 
Join 4-H alumni, retirees 
and friends at an ice 
cream social celebrating 
50 years of 4-H 
Exploration Days.  
 
Attendees of the event 
will have the opportunity 
to share stories of past  
4-H Exploration Days, 
hear current 4-H 
experiences, enjoy the  
4-H Children’s Gardens 
and celebrate with treats. 
 
Reservations are 
required, to learn more 
visit: https://
www.canr.msu.edu/
events/4-h-exploration-
days-50th-celebration. 
 
 

 Alpena County: A’va Maria Mitchell 

 Berrien County: Derrick J. Freehling  
and Isabelle Noel Hunn 

 Cass County:  Leah Shelby  
and Savannah Shelby 

 Chippewa County: Jessy Baron 

 Clare County: Haley Schunk  
and Allison Whitaker 

 Clinton County: Natalie Bounds 

 Genesee County: Elizabeth Hartmann 

 Gratiot County: Brayden Bonga  
and Paisley Hansen 

 Ionia County:  Alyssa Possehn  
and Nicole Trierweiler 

 Iosco County: Symphonie J. Nelkie 

 Isabella County: James Endres  
and Eva Lynch 

 Lapeer County: Arianna Wright 

 Lenawee County: Holly Mitchell 

 Livingston County: Yasmin Scheuneman 

and Karley Williams 

 Macomb County: Shelby Philion 

 Mecosta County: Jadyn Herzog 

 Missaukee County:  Chiara Z. Sible 

 Monroe County: Brandon Fisher  
and Camden Schmidt 

 Newaygo County: Aimee Jo Boisvert  
and Isabel R. Zimmer 

 Oakland County:  Mitchell Bessolo  
and Oscar Vartanian 

 Saginaw County: Noah Hecht 

 Sanilac County: Amelia Adamczyk  
and Maggie VanSickle 

 St. Joseph County:  Zachary Sowards 
Haack 

 Van Buren County: Jack Loomis 

 Washtenaw County: William Rogers 

 Wayne County: Cooper Genaw 
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